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The Arab tendency in the poetry of Sufism in the Zangi
and Ayyubid periods

Ahmad Abu Shokair
University of Homs, Syria
Abstract:
The currents of Sufi literature did not represent a specific artistic doctrine,
but rather represented several trends, all of which agreed to represent the Islamic
existence, express the general Islamic goals, and move away from narrow racism,

Sufi literature came as Arab literature in its formation and composition, but it

2010/9/15 :pduddl Anjli
hoho198029@gmail.com
2010 3l3=dJ1 (O.JL\'LU.M d2ol> ©



attracted the entire Islamic nation because it carried its concerns and expressed
its aspirations. Sufi poetry in the Zangi and Ayyubid eras was full of many
inherited traditional Arabic meanings, and it is the most poetic purpose that
preserved the character of tradition in its meanings, without being visibly
affected by the renewal occurring in the Arab poetry in these two covenants. So
this intended artistic conservatism came to dye this poetry with an Arab
character, which is sometimes not without the presence of new influences, which
may be Persian, Indian or other cultures, but these influences could not erase the
Arab character of Sufi poetry in forming its meanings, or change the image of
the Arab environment, from which he derived his symbols, shapes and language.
Keywords:

Islamic Sufism, Arabism, asceticism, foreign influences, poetry.
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